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ABSTRACT

For Asian elephants in particular, whose migratory activity is crucial for ecological
balance, elephant corridors are a key ecological component in preserving the
continuity of animal habitats. Rapid infrastructure development, urbanisation, and
human encroachment have drastically disrupted these natural paths in India,
increasing the likelihood of conflicts between people and elephants and reducing
biodiversity. With an emphasis on the Wildlife (conservation) Act, 1972, the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980, and constitutional mandates under Articles 21, 48A, and
51A(g) of the Indian Constitution, this article investigates the institutional and legal

framework guiding the conservation of elephant corridors in India.

Using a doctrinal approach, the study examines legislative legislation, court rulings,
and policy efforts. It also assesses the judiciary's contribution to the development of
eco-centric jurisprudence through concepts like intergenerational equality and the
Public Trust Doctrine. The efficacy of conservation tactics and landmark rulings in
protecting elephant migration corridors is evaluated. The study points out
inconsistencies between development and conservation agendas, shortcomings in
enforcement, and unclear legal identification of corridors. In order to guarantee
sustainable coexistence between people and animals, it ends with recommendations
for increased legal recognition of elephant corridors, community involvement, and

coordinated policy approaches.
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I. INTRODUCTION

From a system of exploitative resource exploitation during colonial times to a more
structured, rights-oriented, and ecologically conscious approach in the post-
independence era, India's wildlife preservation has seen a dramatic transformation.
However, this change is still incomplete, particularly for widespread species such as
the Asian elephant (Elephas maximus), whose survival depends not just on protecting

remote habitats but also on preserving ecological connectedness across regions.

In the past, wildlife conservation in India was viewed as a result of forestry
management techniques rather than an autonomous objective. British forest
management throughout the colonial era was primarily driven by commercial

concerns, particularly the harvesting of lumber for shipbuilding and railway
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development. Governmental control over forest resources was established by the
enactment of laws such as the Indian Forest Acts of 1865, 1878, and later 1927,
which frequently put local communities and environmental health at risk. According
to this viewpoint, wildlife was either a resource for pleasure hunting or a threat to the
productivity of farming. Elephants had a complicated status: they were caught,
domesticated, and sometimes eradicated when they were thought to be a nuisance, but

they were also revered in cultural customs.

The colonial conservation approach was characterised by a human-centred, utilitarian
viewpoint that prioritised human economic needs over the environment. The
degradation of wildlife habitats was exacerbated by a lack of scientific understanding
of ecological processes. Even before the rise of modern development concerns,
migration paths, seasonal living areas, and interspecies connections were widely

ignored, resulting in fragmented ecosystems.

A significant departure from this approach occurred in the post-independence era,
when environmental conservation began to emerge as a distinct policy domain. An
important turning point in Indian conservation policy was the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, which established a comprehensive framework for protecting wildlife
species and creating protected places like national parks and sanctuaries. India's
participation in international environmental initiatives, such as the 1972 United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm, which raised public

awareness of environmental issues, further supported this change in policy.
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The legal structure was also greatly impacted by later constitutional amendments.
Avrticle 48A, which requires the State to safeguard and improve the environment, and
Acrticle 51A(g), which establishes a fundamental duty for citizens to protect natural
resources, were introduced to the Constitution by the 42nd Amendment. By
extending the right to life to include the right to a healthy environment, judicial
interpretation of Article 21 integrated environmental protection into the core of

fundamental rights.

As a result, the concept of elephant corridors has gained importance as a crucial
component of modern conservation strategies. Elephants can travel across landscapes
thanks to these corridors, which serve as ecological links between separated habitats
and are crucial for maintaining population viability. However, the official legal
system in India continues to mostly ignore elephant corridors despite their ecological

significance.

This disparity exemplifies a broader philosophical struggle between human-centred
and nature-centred viewpoints in environmental law. Legal and policy frameworks
have historically been dominated by anthropocentrism, which emphasises human
interests and often results in the neglect of ecological considerations. On the other
hand, ecocentrism emphasises the intrinsic value of nature and promotes ecosystem
preservation as a goal unto itself. Since it acknowledges species interdependence and
the importance of maintaining ecological processes, acknowledging ecological

connectedness and corridors is more in line with an ecocentric perspective.
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By examining the biological and legal facets of elephant corridor conservation in
India, this paper seeks to close this gap. It argues that protecting these corridors is
essential for both the Asian elephant's survival and the larger goal of maintaining
ecological integrity. This necessitates switching from a site-specific approach to a
landscape-level framework that incorporates legal principles, scientific knowledge,

and community engagement.

I1. ELEPHANT CORRIDORS' ECOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC BASIS

A. Ecological Connectivity Conceptualisation: Moving Past Fragmentation

A fundamental tenet of modern conservation biology is ecological connectedness,
which describes how much a landscape helps or hinders the movement of animals and
the flow of biological processes. Connectivity, which affects patterns of dispersal,
reproduction, and genetic exchange, becomes a crucial factor in determining the

survival of species in fragmented settings.

The idea of connection functions on several levels, including structural connectivity,
which is determined by how habitat patches are physically arranged, and functional
connectivity, which is reflected in how animals behave in relation to landscape
elements. Elephant corridors are an example of functional connectivity since their
importance stems from both their physical characteristics and their function as

channels for movement that are influenced by ecological and behavioural factors.
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Rapid changes in land usage in India have caused once-contiguous habitats to
fracture into isolated pockets, upsetting ecological connectedness. By connecting
fragmented ecosystems and facilitating species migration across human-dominated
areas, corridors help to lessen these consequences. Maintaining connection is
essential for wide-ranging species like elephants to access resources, prevent

inbreeding, and adjust to changing environmental conditions.

B. Elephant Conservation and Metapopulation Theory

Metapopulation theory, which offers a framework for comprehending the dynamics of
species in fragmented habitats, is a key component of the scientific justification for
corridor protection. A network of geographically dispersed subpopulations connected
by dispersal is called a metapopulation. A balance between local extinctions and

recolonisation events is necessary for the population as a whole to survive.

Isolated subpopulations are vulnerable to stochastic occurrences like disease
outbreaks, environmental changes, and demographic imbalances when there is no
connectivity. These populations may eventually suffer from inbreeding depression
and genetic drift, which would lower their fitness and raise their chance of extinction.
Corridors improve genetic diversity and allow for the recolonisation of empty habitats

by facilitating dispersal across subpopulations.

The consequences of metapopulation dynamics are especially important for Asian

elephants, which have long lifespans and intricate social structures. Elephant men
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spread out over greater distances, facilitating gene flow between populations, but
females usually stay in matriarchal groupings. Therefore, the interruption of corridors

may have significant effects on population viability and genetic exchange.

Elephant populations in fragmented settings show evidence of genetic isolation,
according to empirical research, highlighting the significance of preserving
connectedness. Thus, identifying and maintaining corridors become crucial tactics for

maintaining healthy metapopulations.

C. Spatial Modeling and Landscape Ecology

A more comprehensive analytical framework for comprehending the spatial patterns
and processes that mold ecological systems is offered by landscape ecology. It
highlights how crucial scale, variety, and spatial arrangement are in shaping
ecological results. Landscape ecology provides useful methods for locating corridors

and evaluating their functioning in the context of elephant conservation.

Elephant habitats and migration patterns have been extensively mapped using spatial
modelling approaches, such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote
sensing. With the use of these techniques, researchers can prioritise places for
protection, study changes in land use, and find possible obstacles to mobility. Least-
cost path analysis, which determines the best paths for transportation based on
variables including terrain, vegetation cover, and human disturbance, is frequently

used in corridor modelling.
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D. Population Viability and Genetic Flow

A key factor in determining a species' resilience is genetic diversity, which affects
populations' capacity to withstand disease and adjust to changing environmental
conditions. Because they make it easier for people to move across communities,
corridors are essential for preserving genetic flow. Populations may become
genetically isolated in the absence of such migration, which could result in inbreeding

and decreased capacity for adaptation.

Research on Asian elephants has shown how crucial corridors are to preserving
genetic linkage. Molecular marker-based genetic investigations have shown patterns
of gene flow across landscapes, suggesting that even small corridors can have a major
impact on population viability. On the other hand, genetic divergence and decreased

diversity have been linked to the loss of corridors.

For long-lived species like elephants, where the effects of genetic isolation may show
themselves over lengthy periods of time, the preservation of genetic flow is especially
crucial. Therefore, conservation plans must have a long-term view, acknowledging
that the advantages of corridor protection may not be immediately noticeable but are

essential for populations' long-term survival.

E. Changing Migration Patterns and Climate Change
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Elephant mobility and habitat use are significantly impacted by climate change,
which is a new challenge to animal conservation. The distribution of resources is
anticipated to change due to variations in temperature, precipitation patterns, and the
frequency of extreme weather events, which will have an impact on migratory

behaviour.

Elephants rely on the seasonal availability of water and fodder, therefore these
changes might require them to adjust their migration paths. New routes may appear
and existing corridors may become less feasible. The necessity of adaptable and
flexible conservation techniques that can take into account changing ecological

conditions is highlighted by the dynamic character of these changes.

Furthermore, as competition for limited resources increases, climate change may
make already-existing conflicts between humans and elephants worse. By allowing
elephants to access alternate habitats and lessening their dependence on human-
dominated areas, corridor preservation can be extremely important in decreasing these

conflicts.

F. Combining Conservation Policy and Science

A strong basis for corridor protection is provided by scientific knowledge of
landscape ecology, metapopulation dynamics, and ecological interconnection. The
conversion of this information into practical policy, however, continues to be a

formidable obstacle. It is necessary to incorporate scientific knowledge into
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governance structures, planning procedures, and legal frameworks in order to close

this gap.

Scientific study and conservation campaigning have played a major role in India's
acknowledgment of elephant corridors as important biological phenomena. However,
the efficacy of these initiatives is constrained by the lack of official legal recognition.
Therefore, in order to ensure that policies are based on ecological reality, a holistic
approach to corridor protection must integrate scientific knowledge into decision-

making processes.

This gap was substantially addressed through the pioneering efforts of the Wildlife
Trust of India (WTI), particularly through its landmark publication Right of Passage:
Elephant Corridors of India. First released in 2005 and subsequently updated, the
report provided a comprehensive inventory of elephant corridors across the country,
combining field surveys, satellite imagery, and stakeholder consultations. The
initiative marked a paradigm shift by conceptualising corridors not merely as
incidental landscape features but as critical ecological infrastructure requiring

targeted conservation interventions.

The updated editions of the report have expanded the number of identified corridors
to over one hundred, reflecting both improved data collection methodologies and the
dynamic nature of elephant movement patterns. The classification of corridors based
on parameters such as usage intensity, ecological importance, and threat levels has

enabled a more nuanced understanding of conservation priorities.
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I11. ELEPHANT CORRIDORS IN INDIA: LANDSCAPES, MAPPING, AND

THE WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA'S PART

A. The Development of India's Corridor Mapping

One of the most important advances in modern wildlife protection is the methodical
discovery and mapping of elephant corridors in India. Before the early 2000s, the
majority of information about elephant movement routes came from fragmented
ecological studies, local community sightings, and forest agency records. Corridors
were marginalised within policy frameworks due to the lack of a coordinated and
scientifically rigorous mapping exercise, leaving them vulnerable to unchecked

growth and degradation.

B. India’s Principal Elephant Landscapes

India's elephant populations are dispersed among a number of different environments,
each with its own ecological, topographical, and socioeconomic characteristics. A
region-specific strategy for corridor protection has been made possible by the
identification of these landscapes.

1. The Landscape of the Northeast

One of the biggest and most cohesive elephant populations in India is found in the
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northeastern area, which includes states like Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
and portions of Nagaland. Dense trees, heavy rains, and complicated topography
define this environment. In this area, corridors frequently link forest reserves,

Kaziranga National Park, and Karbi Anglong Hills, among other protected sites.

However, the growth of infrastructure, human populations, and tea plantations also
pose serious problems for the area. For example, in Assam, corridors are often
crossed by roads and railroads, which causes elephant deaths. Conflict between
humans and elephants has increased due to habitat fragmentation, especially in places

where historic migration routes cross agricultural land.

2. The Scene of Central India

Parts of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and West Bengal make up the central
Indian terrain. Elephant populations in this area are more dispersed than in the
northeast and have occasionally spread into new regions as a result of habitat
challenges. In this area, corridors are frequently less distinct and more prone to

disturbance.

Mining operations, industrial growth, and deforestation have made it extremely
difficult to preserve corridor functionality, especially in Odisha. Elephant migration
across state lines makes conservation efforts even more difficult and calls for

interstate cooperation.
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3. The Southern Terrain (Eastern and Western Ghats)

A significant majority of India's elephant population is found in the southern region,
which includes the Western and Eastern Ghats. This environment, which includes
well-known protected areas like Bandipur, Nagarhole, Mudumalai, and Wayanad, is

centered on states like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala.

Because of intensive study and conservation efforts, corridors in this area are
comparatively well-documented. But they also face tremendous strain from the
growth of infrastructure, tourism, and agriculture. A key hub in this environment is
the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, which has several corridors that make it easier to

travel between protected regions.

4. The Foothills of the Northwest and the Himalayas

Elephant populations are dispersed over the foothills of the Himalayas in this region,
which includes portions of Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. In this area, corridors link
habitats like Corbett Tiger Reserve and Rajaji National Park. These corridors are
seriously threatened by hydropower projects, road building, and rapid urbanisation.

C. Analysis of State-Wise Corridors

Given the variety of ecological and administrative circumstances, a State-by-state

analysis is necessary for a detailed understanding of corridor protection.

WWW.FASTFORWARDJUSTICE.COM| ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH FASTFORWARD JUSTICE.



FastForward Justice’s Law Journal (e-1SSN: 2581-6713)
Volume VI Issue IV (July-August, 2026)

1. Assam

With many corridors that make it easier for elephants to travel between protected
areas, Assam is a crucial hotspot for elephant conservation. But the state also has one
of the highest rates of conflict between humans and elephants. Elephant mortality has
been largely caused by railway lines that run through corridors, leading to proposals

for mitigating measures including underpasses and speed limits.

2. Karnataka

With a number of corridors identified and safeguarded by a combination of
governmental and non-governmental actions, Karnataka has been at the forefront in
corridor protection. For example, the Bannerghatta—Hosur corridor has seen judicial

action to control land use and prevent encroachments.

3. Tamil Nadu

Particularly in the Nilgiris region, Tamil Nadu has taken the initiative to conserve
corridors. The judiciary has supported the state government's attempts to safeguard

and notify corridors, demonstrating a proactive approach to environmental

governance.

4. Odisha
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Odisha offers a complicated situation where conflicting developmental ambitions
pose a threat to corridor protection. Strong governmental interventions are required
because to the substantial habitat fragmentation caused by mining and industrial

projects.

D. Conservation Economics and Funding Models

Elephant corridor conservation is very expensive, especially when land needs to be
acquired or restored. To overcome these obstacles, the WTI has created creative
funding mechanisms, including as collaborations with businesses, foreign donors, and

governmental organisations.

One noteworthy strategy is to sponsor corridor security projects with Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) financing. Furthermore, strategies like community-based
agreements and conservation easements have been used to lower expenses and

improve stakeholder involvement.

The argument for funding conservation is further strengthened by the economic
assessment of the ecosystem services that corridors offer. Corridors generate long-
term advantages that surpass short-term costs by supporting ecological balance,

climate regulation, and biodiversity preservation.

E. Evaluation of the ""Right of Passage' Approach Critically

WWW.FASTFORWARDJUSTICE.COM| ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH FASTFORWARD JUSTICE.



FastForward Justice’s Law Journal (e-1SSN: 2581-6713)
Volume VI Issue IV (July-August, 2026)

Despite being a significant contribution, the Right of Passage effort has many
drawbacks. Critics have highlighted methodological issues that could make static
corridor delineations insufficient, such as the dependence on observational data and

the dynamic nature of elephant travel patterns.

Furthermore, concentrating on designated corridors may unintentionally overlook
more extensive landscape connections, resulting in a dispersed conservation strategy .
Increased integration of socioeconomic concerns is also necessary, especially with
regard to local populations' rights and means of subsistence. However, the program
has greatly advanced the conversation on corridor conservation in India and continues

to be a fundamental tool for policy-making.

IV. INDIA'S LEGAL FRAMEWORK CONCERNING ELEPHANT
CORRIDORS

A. The 1972 Wildlife (Protection) Act: An Approach Focused on Species

India’s main legislative tool for wildlife conservation is the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 (WPA). The Asian elephant has the highest level of protection because it is

listed in Schedule I, which forbids hunting and controls trading.

Sectional Evaluation
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With very few exceptions, hunting is forbidden by Sections 9 and 11. National parks
and sanctuaries are among the protected areas that can be declared under Sections 18
to 35. However, corridors outside of defined areas are not covered by these

restrictions, which are territorially limited.

The Act's usefulness to corridor conservation is limited by its emphasis on species
protection rather than habitat connectivity. Although its scope has been broadened by
modifications and judicial interpretations, there is still a big vacuum because there are

no express provisions for corridors.

B. The 1980 Forest (Conservation) Act: Controlling Diversion

The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (FCA) aims to control the use of forest land for
uses other than forests. A framework for environmental examination is provided
under Section 2, which requires prior consent from the federal government for such

diversion.
By limiting activities that could disturb forested habitats, the FCA indirectly
contributes to corridors. However, corridors on private or revenue land are not

protected because its application is restricted to forest land.

C. The Biological Diversity Act of 2002: Beyond Forest Conservation
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A more comprehensive approach to conservation is represented by the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 (BDA), which places a strong emphasis on the equitable
distribution of benefits and the sustainable utilisation of biological resources. Local
ecological knowledge, including corridor information, can be documented through
the creation of Biodiversity Management Committees and People's Biodiversity
Registers. However, the Act's implementation has been inconsistent between states,

and it does not specifically address corridor conservation.

D. The EIA Framework and the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986

A thorough framework for environmental regulation is provided by the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 (EPA), which includes the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Notification. Development projects' environmental consequences, especially

those on wildlife habitats, must be evaluated as part of the EIA process.

The EIA framework has been criticised for its project-specific focus and insufficient
consideration of cumulative consequences on ecological connectedness, despite its

promise. One significant drawback of the EIA process is the lack of required corridor

mapping.
E. Analysis of Case Law

1. Regarding the Nilgiri Elephant Corridor (2020)
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Facts: The Tamil Nadu government's notices to safeguard elephant corridors in the
Nilgiris region were at issue in this case.

Question: Did property rights get infringed by land use limitations in notified
corridors?

Reasoning: Stressing the value of ecological balance and the public interest in
conservation, the Supreme Court maintained the State's jurisdiction.

Ratio: Protecting the environment is a justifiable public goal that can support

limitations on property rights.
2. Additional Pertinent Cases
Although there is still no official recognition of corridors, judicial rulings have

repeatedly stressed the need for ecological protection. Courts have filled in the gaps

in statutory frameworks by using constitutional principles.

V. THE DEVELOPMENT OF CORRIDOR JURISPRUDENCE IN INDIA
AND JUDICIAL INTERVENTION

A. Overview: The Judiciary’s Revolutionary Function

The Indian judiciary has taken on a crucial role in influencing environmental

governance in the lack of clear legislative recognition of ecological linkages and

elephant corridors. Courts have gradually integrated ecological factors into the legal
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structure by interpreting constitutional provisions broadly, especially Article 21 . This
judicial ingenuity has made it possible to acknowledge environmental conservation as

a constitutional requirement as well as a policy goal.

Therefore, it is necessary to comprehend the evolution of corridor jurisprudence
within the larger framework of Indian environmental jurisprudence, which has
developed via the application of fundamental environmental concepts, ongoing
mandamus, and public interest litigation. By expressing ideas that go beyond the
boundaries of statutory law, the judiciary has served as both a norm-setter and a gap-

filler.

B. Extending the Definition of ""Forest™ in the T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad

V. Union of India Case Series

1. Context and Evolution of Procedures

One of the most important court rulings in Indian environmental law history is the
Godavarman case series. The case, which began as a public interest lawsuit about
unlawful deforestation in the Nilgiris, developed into an ongoing mandamus, and over
several decades, the Supreme Court issued a number of directives to control forest

governance nationwide.

2. Important Legal Concerns
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The Court's main concern was how the Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 defines
"forest."” Regardless of their legal classification, all lands that meet the ecological
requirements of a forest are protected by the Court's broad and purposeful

interpretation, which holds that the term must be understood in its dictionary sense.

3. Ratio and Judicial Reasoning

The Court stressed that the right to life under Article 21 is inextricably linked to
environmental protection. It maintained that preventing environmental degradation
and preserving ecological balance depend on the maintenance of forests. The Court
strengthened conservation efforts by effectively bringing a wide variety of forested

lands into the regulatory framework by extending the Act's reach.

4. Corridor Conservation Relevance

The Godavarman case has significant ramifications for habitat protection even if it
did not specifically address elephant routes. The ruling indirectly supports the
maintenance of ecological connectedness by restricting land use and expanding the
definition of forests. The increased protection provided by this jurisprudence is

advantageous for corridors that are located within forested areas.

C. Union of India v. Center for Environmental Law, WWHF: Scientific

Management and Species Protection
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1. Context and Facts

The conservation of endangered animals, especially concerns over the relocation of
Asiatic lions, gave rise to this case. The petitioners promoted biodiversity

preservation and scientifically based conservation tactics.

2. Concerns and the Court System

The Supreme Court was asked to decide on the best framework for protecting species
while striking a balance between administrative discretion and ecological factors. The
Court stressed that scientific knowledge, not political factors, should be the basis for

decisions.

3. Doctrinal Contribution and Ratio

The Court emphasised the necessity of a comprehensive approach to conservation and
the significance of ecological integrity. It concluded that, based on international
commitments and constitutional principles, the State had an obligation to save
endangered species and their ecosystems.

4. Consequences for Corridors

The importance of maintaining corridors as essential elements of wildlife

conservation is emphasised by the focus on scientific management and habitat
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preservation. The ruling upholds the idea that conservation needs to cover larger

biological networks in addition to discrete ecosystems.

D. The Recognition of Non-Human Interests and Animal Welfare Jurisprudence

1. A. Nagaraja v. Animal Welfare Board of India: From Welfare to Rights

By acknowledging the inherent worth of animal life, the famous ruling in A. Nagaraja
signaled a dramatic change in Indian jurisprudence. The Court ruled that animals had

rights, such as the freedom from needless suffering and the right to live with dignity.

2. Legal Subjectivity Expansion

A shift toward ecocentric jurisprudence is represented by the acknowledgement of
animals as entities with inherent value. The Court emphasised that human interests
must be balanced with the welfare of non-human beings and rejected a simply

anthropocentric approach.

3. Significance for the Preservation of Elephants

Because it upholds the claim that elephants have a right to habitat and mobility as
sentient animals, this jurisprudence has significant ramifications for elephant
corridors. Therefore, it is possible to frame corridor protection as an acknowledgment

of wildlife rights rather than just a conservation policy.
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E. The State as Trustee of Natural Resources: The Public Trust Doctrine

1. Conceptual Underpinnings

The public trust theory, which holds that some natural resources are held by the State
in trust for the public and cannot be susceptible to private ownership or exploitation,
is a fundamental component of environmental jurisprudence. In many instances, this
theory has been used to support limitations on land use and the preservation of natural

resources.

2. India's Judicial Development

The public trust doctrine has been embraced and extended by Indian courts, who have
applied it to a variety of environmental situations. According to the doctrine, the State
has a fiduciary obligation to safeguard natural resources and guarantee their

sustainable use.

3. Corridor Conservation Application

The public trust theory offers a solid legal foundation for state engagement in the
elephant corridor situation. Restrictions on the use and development of private land
can be justified by considering corridors as essential ecological resources that belong

to the public trust.
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F. Equity Across Generations: Conserving Resources for Future Generations

1. Normative Foundation

The duty of the current generation to protect natural resources for future generations
Is emphasised by the intergenerational equity principle. It has been acknowledged by
international environmental legislation and is based on the more general idea of
sustainable development.

2. Recognition by the Courts

In environmental lawsuits, Indian courts have frequently applied this approach,
highlighting the necessity of long-term sustainability. The idea gives conservation
efforts that might have immediate consequences a moral and legal basis.

3. Corridor Relevance

For elephant populations to remain viable over the long term, elephant corridors must
be preserved. Thus, even in the face of conflicting economic interests,

intergenerational justice reinforces the case for proactive conservation measures.

G. A Paradigm Change in Ecocentric Jurisprudence
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1. The transition from anthropocentrism to ecocentrism

An anthropocentric viewpoint has gradually given way to an ecocentric one in Indian
environmental jurisprudence.  This change is a reflection of an increasing
understanding of the intrinsic worth of nature and the interdependence of ecological

systems.

2. Articulation of the Court

Instead than concentrating only on human interests, courts are increasingly
emphasising the need to safeguard ecosystems as a whole. This strategy emphasises
the preservation of corridors as essential elements of biodiversity and is consistent

with current ecological science.

VI. INDIA'S HUMAN-ELEPHANT CONFLICT: CRIMINAL, SOCIO-

ECONOMIC, AND LEGAL ASPECTS

A. The Character and Increase in Human-Elephant Conflict

One of the most severe expressions of the clash between developmental demands and
conservation imperatives in India is human-elephant conflict (HEC). The
fragmentation of habitats and restriction of traditional migratory routes are strongly
related to the rising frequency and severity of these conflicts. Elephants are forced to

traverse human-dominated environments when elephant corridors decrease or
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disappear, leading to encounters that are frequently violent and occasionally fatal.

HEC is a complicated socio-legal situation involving conflicting rights over land,
resources, and security rather than just an ecological one. These interactions have
become more intense as infrastructure, agriculture, and communities have spread into

forested areas, turning previously infrequent encounters into ongoing confrontations.
B. Overview of Statistics: Compensation, Damage, and Deaths

The severity of HEC in India is highlighted by empirical facts. According to official
data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change, interactions
with elephants result in 400-500 human deaths per year on average. On the other
hand, between 80 and 100 elephants perish annually due to human-caused factors
such poisoning, electrocution, train accidents, and retaliatory killings.

C. Conflict Zone Mapping by State

Different geographical trends can be seen in the spatial distribution of HEC, which
reflects differences in governance institutions, land-use practices, and ecological
factors.

1. The Northeastern Region and Assam

Due to the coexistence of substantial elephant habitats and dense human populations,
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Assam has some of the highest rates of HEC. Conflict is made worse by the close
proximity of agricultural fields and tea farms to forested areas. Elephants frequently
come into direct contact with human communities during seasonal migration, which

can lead to crop raiding and property damage.

2. Odisha

Another significant conflict hotspot is Odisha, where industrial and mining
operations have caused habitat fragmentation. Conflict has emerged in previously
unaffected areas as a result of elephant populations being relocated. Both human and

elephant casualties have been high in the state.

3. Tamil Nadu and Karnataka

Conflict is intimately linked to clearly defined corridors in the Western Ghats in the
southern states, especially Tamil Nadu and Karnataka Even though conservation
efforts have made significant progress, conflicts are nevertheless caused by pressures

from infrastructure, tourism, and agriculture.
4. Jharkhand and West Bengal
Elephant populations have spread into agricultural areas in eastern India, frequently

causing crop damage and human casualties. Mitigation attempts are made more

difficult by the lack of clearly defined corridors.
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D. Socioeconomic and Psychological Effects

Beyond just causing physical harm, HEC has significant psychological and
socioeconomic repercussions. Communities in conflict-prone locations frequently
deal with ongoing tension, anxiety, and insecurity. Elephant movement is
unpredictable, which interferes with social activities, schooling, and agricultural

methods.

For marginal farmers in particular, crop damage and property devastation can result in
catastrophic financial losses. These difficulties are made worse by the insufficiency
of compensation systems, which breeds animosity toward conservation authorities
and policies. This animosity occasionally shows up as acts of retaliation against

elephants, which feeds the conflict cycle.

Because women and children frequently experience a disproportionate burden of the
effects, especially in rural areas where they are actively involved in agricultural

operations, the gendered features of HEC are also notable.
E. Policy and Legal Reactions to Conflict
India’s HEC-related legal structure is disjointed and consists of a mix of

administrative actions, policy efforts, and statutory regulations. Elephants are

protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972, although conflict mitigation is
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not specifically addressed.

Project Elephant and other policy initiatives have aimed to support community
awareness campaigns, early warning systems, and barrier installation. However,

insufficient funding and uneven execution frequently restrict these measures' efficacy.

F. Aspects of Criminal Law: Liability, Retaliation, and Poaching

The criminal law aspect of HEC is complex and includes crimes pertaining to revenge
murders, unlawful trading, and poaching. Elephants and other Schedule I animals are
subject to severe penalties under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972. Poaching
proceedings often involve the use of sections pertaining to illegal hunting, possession,

and trading.

A more difficult legal issue is presented by retaliatory killings, which are frequently
committed via electrocution or poisoning. Such actions are illegal under wildlife law,
but identification and prosecution challenges frequently impede enforcement. The
application of criminal law is further complicated by local communities' engagement,

which is motivated by emotional and financial hardship.

G. Moving Towards a Comprehensive Structure for Conflict Reduction

A comprehensive strategy that incorporates socioeconomic, legal, and ecological

factors is needed to address HEC. Elephants are less likely to visit areas that are
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dominated by humans when corridors are preserved, making this a crucial tactic. The
establishment of alternative livelihood opportunities, prompt recompense, and
community engagement are equally crucial. In order to achieve sustainable results,
conflict mitigation must be incorporated into larger frameworks for environmental

governance and land-use planning.

VIl. A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

ASSESSMENT AND CORRIDOR PROTECTION

A. India's EIA Framework

One important regulatory tool for assessing the environmental effects of development
projects is the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedure, which was created
under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. For certain types of projects, the EIA
Notification of 2006 requires prior environmental clearance and evaluates the effects

on local residents, ecosystems, and biodiversity.

In theory, the EIA framework offers a chance to integrate corridor protection and
ecological connection into decision-making procedures. However, there has been a
lot of criticism directed towards its actual application.

B. EIA Process Procedural Errors

The EIA framework's procedural shortcomings are among its main critiques. Since
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evaluations are usually carried out by consultants hired by project proponents, the
quality of EIA studies is sometimes jeopardised by inadequate data, a lack of

scientific rigor, and conflicts of interest.

Inadequate information transmission and few chances for meaningful engagement
sometimes weaken public participation, a crucial part of the EIA process. Public
hearings are frequently held in a cursory fashion, failing to adequately address the

issues raised by impacted populations.

Additionally, the procedure's preventive purpose is compromised by delays,

bureaucratic complexity, and, occasionally, post facto approvals.

C. Insufficient Attention to Ecological Connectivity

The EIA framework's project-specific focus, which ignores cumulative effects on
ecological interconnectedness, is a key drawback. By their very nature, corridors
necessitate a landscape-level viewpoint that goes beyond specific projects. One
significant weakness in the EIA process is the lack of required corridor mapping and

evaluation.

Elephant corridors are routinely crossed by projects like electrical lines, railroads, and
highways, but their environmental impact assessments usually ignore the
consequences for wildlife mobility. Decision-making becomes disjointed as a result

of this oversight, and connection gradually deteriorates.
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D. Evaluation of the Draft EIA Notification for 2020

Environmentalists, legal experts, and civil society organisations have strongly
criticised the Draft EIA Notification, 2020. The introduction of post facto clearances,
the relaxation of public participation standards, and the increase of project categories

eligible for exemption were some of its controversial elements.

These modifications were especially problematic from the standpoint of corridor
conservation because they narrowed the scope for environmental assessment and
raised the possibility that projects would be approved without taking ecological

effects into sufficient account.

E. Case Studies of EIA Failures

Corridor conservation is not sufficiently addressed by the EIA process, as

demonstrated by a number of examples.
1. Projects involving linear infrastructure
Elephant habitats are frequently traversed by roads and railroads that have been

permitted without thorough evaluations of their effects on wildlife mobility. Conflict

and mortality have escalated as a result of this fragmentation.
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2. Odisha Mining Projects

In Odisha, mining operations have been linked to serious habitat destruction and
corridor disruption. EIAs for these projects have come under fire for failing to

include mitigation strategies and underestimating ecological damage.

3. Himalayan Regions' Hydropower Initiatives

In the foothills of the Himalayas, hydropower expansion has caused corridors to be
disrupted and landscapes to change. The EIA framework has not sufficiently

evaluated the cumulative impact of several projects.

VIill. COMPARATIVE VIEWS: GLOBAL CORRIDOR CONSERVATION

MODELS

A. Yellowstone to Yukon Initiative in the United States

One of the world's most ambitious corridor conservation initiatives is the Yellowstone
to Yukon Conservation Initiative (Y2Y). The project aims to link protected areas
throughout the Rocky Mountains over a distance of more than 3,200 kilometers,

making it easier for animals like elk, wolves, and bears to travel.

The key to Y2Y's success is its landscape-level strategy, which combines community

involvement, policy campaigning, and scientific research. To safeguard
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connectedness, legal tools like conservation easements and land-use planning laws

have been used.

B. The Natura 2000 Network of the European Union

One of the main pillars of European Union biodiversity conservation is the Natura
2000 network. The network, which was created in accordance with the Habitats
Directive and the Birds Directive, consists of a system of protected areas intended to

guarantee the long-term survival of the most valuable species and habitats in Europe.

Natura 2000's focus on ecological coherence, which includes preserving site
connection, is one of its fundamental characteristics. In order to include corridor
conservation into legal frameworks, member states must take into account how

development initiatives would affect the network's integrity.

C. Transboundary Conservation Areas: African Models

Transboundary conservation areas (TFCAs), which acknowledge the migratory nature
of animals across country borders, are a cooperative approach to corridor
conservation in Africa. The Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area,
which encompasses many nations and is home to substantial elephant herds, is one

example.

These programs, which facilitate animal mobility while advancing sustainable
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development, are supported by international agreements and coordinated policies.
One important aspect of these models is the blending of conservation with community

livelihoods.

D. India's lessons

India may learn a number of things from comparative analysis. First, corridors must
be legally recognised as essential elements of conservation frameworks. The second
is the requirement for planning at the landscape level that crosses administrative
boundaries. Third, how community involvement and financial incentives contribute
to the viability of conservation initiatives. The efficiency of corridor conservation
could be greatly increased by using such strategies that are tailored to the Indian

environment.

IX. RECONCILING ARTICLE 300A WITH ECOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES:

PROPERTY RIGHTS VERSUS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

A. Overview: The Tension in the Constitution

An ongoing conflict between the demands of ecological preservation and the defence
of individual property rights has characterised the development of environmental law
in India. In the context of elephant corridor protection, where regulatory

interventions frequently call for limitations on land use, the purchase of private
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property, or the relocation of commercial activity, this tension is particularly
noticeable. Article 300A of the Indian Constitution, which states that no one may be
stripped of property unless authorised by law, serves as the constitutional basis for

this dispute.

The right to property is nonetheless protected by the constitution as a legal right even
though it is no longer a fundamental right as a result of the 44th Amendment. This
safeguard places procedural and substantive limitations on state activity by requiring
that any deprivation or restriction be supported by legitimate legislation. At the same
time, Articles 21, 48A, and 51A(g) have made environmental protection a
constitutional requirement, establishing a normative framework that gives ecological

sustainability first priority.

B. Article 300A Extent and Restrictions

The idea that property rights cannot be arbitrarily abolished even though they are no
longer essential is embodied in Article 300A. The "authority of law" criterion
requires a legitimate, non-arbitrary, and procedurally fair legislative framework,
according to judicial interpretation. The Supreme Court has often ruled that property
deprivation must be just, fair, and reasonable in addition to being legal, especially
when it affects livelihoods. Restrictions on land use in the context of environmental
legislation can greatly reduce the value and utility of property, even though they may
not constitute outright deprivation. Ownership rights can be effectively curtailed by

zoning laws, conservation notifications, and development limits within corridors.
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C. Regulatory Takings and Environmental Restrictions

The idea of "regulatory takings," in which the state does not physically purchase
property but instead places restrictions that significantly impede its use, originates
from the imposition of environmental restrictions on private property. The
fundamental ideas are becoming more and more important in the context of corridor
protection, even though Indian jurisprudence has not established a formal theory of
regulatory takings similar to that in the US. Maintaining biological connectedness
may require restrictions on resource extraction, land modification, and construction
inside designated corridors. Landowners may face severe financial hardships as a
result of these restrictions, especially in areas where land is the main source of
income.  The availability of alternatives, remuneration or incentives, and

proportionality all play a role in the legitimacy of these constraints.

D. Acquisition vs. Compensation: Legal and Policy Arguments

The issue of compensation is crucial to balancing environmental protection with
property rights. According to land acquisition legislation, compensation is required
when the state purchases land for conservation purposes. However, the responsibility
to pay is still unclear in situations when regulatory constraints fall short of

acquisition.

The argument between acquisition and compensation speaks to more general
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distributive justice issues. Should the state internalise these costs through
compensation systems, or should individual landowners shoulder the expenses of
conservation for the good of society as a whole? Legally speaking, the solution is to

strike a balance between the concepts of sustainability, efficiency, and equity.

E. Conservation Ethics and Eminent Domain

The state may obtain private property for public uses under the doctrine of eminent
domain, provided that compensation is paid. Eminent domain may be used in
corridor conservation to protect important habitats and provide ecological

connectivity. However, there are practical and ethical issues with using this ability.

From an ethical perspective, the legitimacy of environmental governance is called
into question when people and communities are uprooted for conservation reasons.
The necessity for a more inclusive and participatory approach is highlighted by the
historical baggage of displacement brought on by conservation. Conservation must
be based on the values of equity and respect for local livelihoods; it cannot be

accomplished at the price of social justice.
F. Moving Towards a Harmonious Structure
A complex and situation-specific strategy is needed to balance property rights with

environmental preservation. Mechanisms for determining corridors, controlling land

use, and offering rewards or compensation when required must all be included in

WWW.FASTFORWARDJUSTICE.COM| ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED WITH FASTFORWARD JUSTICE.



FastForward Justice’s Law Journal (e-1SSN: 2581-6713)
Volume VI Issue IV (July-August, 2026)

legal frameworks. For conservation efforts to be legitimate and sustainable, benefit-
sharing agreements and community involvement must be integrated. The realisation
that property rights and environmental protection are not mutually contradictory but
can be balanced through creative legal and policy tools is ultimately what will resolve

this constitutional conflict.

X. CONCLUSION: INDIA'S FUTURE  CONNECTIVITY-BASED

CONSERVATION LAW

A. Rethinking Conservation: Connectivity to Territory

This article's study highlights how urgently India's conservation policies need to shift
from a territorially limited model to a connectivity-based paradigm. Although
beneficial, the traditional focus on protected areas is insufficient to meet the
ecological needs of diverse species like the Asian elephant. Elephant corridor
preservation appears as a crucial element of this paradigm change, guaranteeing the

resilience of animal populations and the continuation of ecological processes.

B. Policy Roadmap for Corridor Conservation

A thorough policy framework for corridor conservation has to include a number of
essential components. It is crucial that legal and policy mechanisms formally
acknowledge elephant corridors as unique ecological phenomena. Alongside this

acknowledgment, uniform standards for recognising and categorising corridors should
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be developed using empirical data and scientific study. Second, it is essential to
incorporate corridor mapping into the processes of infrastructure construction and
land-use planning.  Ecological connection must be taken into account in
environmental impact assessments to prevent development initiatives from
compromising corridor functionality. Third, efficient governance requires the creation
of institutional channels for collaboration between local communities, non-

governmental groups, and federal and state agencies.

C. Corridor Protection Draft Legislative Model

One viable way to fill up the gaps in the current legal framework is to adopt
legislation specifically for corridor conservation.

A strong legal basis for preserving ecological connection would be provided by the
creation of such a framework, which would also bring India's conservation policies

into line with international best practices.

D. Combining Development and Conservation

At the core of environmental governance is the difficulty of balancing development
with conservation. In order to prevent ecological sustainability from being sacrificed
for economic expansion, corridor conservation must be incorporated into more
comprehensive development initiatives. Infrastructure and wildlife mobility can
coexist If mitigation strategies like underpasses, eco-bridges, and wildlife crossings

are implemented.
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E. The Function of Participatory Governance and Communities

Local communities must actively participate for corridor protection to be successful.
Aligning conservation goals with local interests is made possible by community-
based conservation approaches, which prioritise benefit-sharing and participatory
governance. To ensure that communities are active participants in conservation rather
than just passive beneficiaries of programs, legal frameworks must acknowledge and

encourage these strategies.

F. Prospects for Environmental Law in the Future

The development of environmental law in India indicates a growing appreciation of
ecological concepts and the inherent worth of the natural world. This conversation has
been greatly advanced by judicial interventions, especially when it comes to the
application of concepts like ecocentrism, intergenerational equality, and the public

trust doctrine.

However, the capacity of legislative and administrative institutions to convert these
ideas into practical processes will determine the future of conservation law. The
preservation of elephant corridors presents a chance to bridge the gap between
science and law by operationalising ecological interconnectedness inside the legal

system.
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G. Final Thoughts

Elephant corridor conservation in India is a crucial area of environmental governance
that embodies the more general difficulties of striking a balance between ecological
requirements, socioeconomic goals, and constitutional principles. As this essay has
shown, identifying and safeguarding these corridors is crucial for maintaining
biodiversity and ecological balance in addition to ensuring the survival of Asian

elephants.

The way forward necessitates a comprehensive and forward-thinking strategy that
incorporates legal innovation, scientific understanding, and community involvement.
India can lead the world in wildlife conservation by adopting a connectivity-based
paradigm, guaranteeing the preservation of its rich natural legacy for future

generations.
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